RY now and then word filters
ﬂlmush ‘the gray stone walls
fand. sieel bars of Sing Sing
i Prison that Blg Bill Mason s
[ito sguen]. Nothing stirs this' de-
lent’ more than this ¥ ominous
for, perhaps, should Bill unseal
{l ps and tell us all he knows many
8, in which murder was done
ba solved and light shed on oth-
t long since wera shelved as
n’lo ‘ed mysteries. ‘Big Bill WAs one
“the worst that ever operated in the
d a human life meant no mora

m and no appellation in my opin-
ld_be more fitting.

on| the outskirts of St. Louls,
@muuad Benjamin Shipper, this
6r manifested all the'wviclous
£ 'an outlaw long befora he
led h.i.s knlckerbockers, As Wil-

0licslof the Middle West and he
! qnlh.ntl‘y was in trouble. A glant in
i ture he was the terror of his neigh-
,,nrllpod, and when he let his powerful
ifly he always struck to kill.© As
room fighter he had fow equals
andisuch(a thing as selzing two ordl-
/i sized men by the scruff of thelr
'emcklng their heads together
l_lropping- them insensible at his
oot was but’ child's| play.
v Bo&y Full Of Scars.
Train’ wrecking and Yobbing the
dﬁu of the victima following these

ng 'Smg Cell Ahout Ready To Shed nght
On Long List of Crimes That Have
" Puzzled Police for Years.
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crualut in Blz Bill's repertoire. T will
take up the case of Judge Blodgett
first.

Early one mmlns Judge Blodntt
was awakened from a sound slumber
by his terrified wife who whispered:
“There's a burglar In the room!” | As
Blodgett' attempted to arise from his
bed a powerful form leaned over him
and’ cooly sdid: “If you as miuch =8
,|/moye & hand 1'll blow the top 'of Your
head offl”  Whether Blodgett failed
to“heed ‘the warning willl never bs
known, for the next Instant ha fell
back upon his plllow—a bullet having
plerced his body. The screams of the

wife had no effect upon Bill, for aft-|.

er warning her to remain quiet he
struck her a stunning blow over the
head' with the butt of his revolver'
and she fell back insensible across tha
inanimate body of her husban® Then
Bill, sure that he would not 'be in-
terrupted, descended to the' dining
room whers he lelsurely packed “the
cholcest of ‘the family silver lnto 8
bag and decamped. -
Bill Empes&’.l‘up.

A few days after this murder a
second dealer In jewelry and silver.
ware, ‘of Philndelphla. who knew Big
Bill' well was approached by Mason
and asked If he was In the market
for & ‘“bunch of junk!"
of the Blodgett siluer Wae engrayed
with the monogram of the slain man's
wife and this made it easy of identin-
cation, BIill explalned that thisiwas
& handicap, for ini the event of Its

crashes, formed a favorite a ent
Big Bill and after engaging in
h _Sport on the Pacific Coast ha came
whis scarred body clearly proving
8 had not always gone scot free

I8} presumed
the, young bandit concluded that

n, but mora often Liynch.
rd Is not a detectlve in the East

ounding | the brutal murders  of
"Wilson, the venerable Philadel-
brarlan; the shooting of Judge
v of Bchenectady, N. Y., where
¢hief! counsel of the general
o Company, and the slaying of
O. Hutchins, the wealthy
nce, R. I. jeweler, alliof which
“they lny at the door of Big
ason. Neither time nor space
cmit me to dwell at length on his
crlmaa. 50 I will confine my-

purch it would have to be melted
at ‘once. 'The jeweler sald he didn’t
care to buy a plg In the poke 50 he
would have to look the silver over
before declding, and an appointment
was made when Bill should bring the
loot to the store.. But somehow Bill's
susplcions were aroused andl he !n.lled
to keep the appointment.:

After readlng of the Bchenectady
murder and robbery, ‘accompanied by
a full description of the stolen silver
this jeweler at once arrived at' the
conclusion that the loot Big Bill had
offered him was from the RBlodgett
home, 'so he at once got in touch with
the police. The Philadelphia police
conferred with the Detective Burean
in' New: York City and all agreed that
Judge Blodgett had been slain by Blg
Blll Mason, 50 A general alarm was
sent out for his arrest.

The  Philadelphia police wers
startled one night to learn that Fred
May, cashier for a pool room in Mar-
ket Street had been blackjacked. and
robbed. 1t was a strong arm job agd
the victim was left welterlng fn
blood. May, who carried the bank
roll for the day's play, about $5,000,

Each plece |

had entered a dark alley Intending to

With The Muzzle Of Tho Gun Presscd To The
Detective’s Head He Pulled The Trigger.

approach {he pool room from the rear.
Bomeons had lald in wait for Him,
struck him a stunnlng biow over the

head with a plece of lead pipe and||

then' leisurely lifted the! bani roll, &/
diamond ring worth $1,000, a diamond
stud and & gold watch and chain and
a gem studded locket of great value.
These the assallant approprinted and
decamped., Big Blll Mason had! been
seen lurking in the vicinity a half
hour before the attagck and!the police
ware confldent he whs Its author. 'An-
other damning bit of evidence was the
fact that a young man known to the
police as John D. Frye, who had been
arresied and’convicted at Terra Haute
for. the same: crime! in| which Mason
had & part,"was at that {ime an em-
ploye In the pool.room which' May
ran. The supposition was that' he had
framed ths job and Mason put it over.
All this evidence, as stron® as it was,
was purely circumstantial and Big Bill
was not tried for this job,
Beats Librarian To Death,
Beemingly. Philadelphia was!so easy.

for/ Big Blll that he could not resist
its lure. Ome year after the May hold
up Major, W. C; Wilson, . propristor’ of
a cirulating library in Walnut Street,
was slain’in his'place of business. The
aged man,was very popular and his
miurder struck terror to the hearts of
the hundreds who knew and Aoved:
hlm The 'cry for vengeance kpraa.d-
thrnulh the city like a prairie fire and
the police wera stirred as never be-
fore.

'The mangled body of the aged man
was found lying in the center of the
library floor and as old and'decrepit
as he' was all evidence pointad' to the
terrific siruggle that must have pre-.
ceded the death blow. The body was
scarred and brulsed and beaten literal=
ly. to a pulp. 'Every penny inthe
place had been taken as well as valu-
ables of rare worth. Even the poor
box had been .looted, so greedy, had
the slayer been, Bt.alnea finger marks
on' the door were, the lone clew the
detectives had to work on and with
this ' in their possession the wotk of

(& long: time. 'He had! been seen in

word

rounding up Big Bill'was started..
somehow ‘hs ‘bore a'charmed life ef
mannsad to keep out of/their grip for

:Bl_.lt

Philadelphia’ the night before the
crime and that was another: link|/in
the chain, and in the  minds of 'the
pollca . very strong one.

A negro porter in'the emplw of the'
]ihra.rla.n was suspebted fora time and
the case against him even went'to
‘trial, but it was thrnwn out) of! court:
on the a'ruunds of insufficient evidence.

Bill was an adept in the art of hid-
ing: himself. It was just six montha
aftér the murder of Major Wilson that
reachegl Phlladelphls polieu
héadquarters’ that Bill had) /Been| seen
tthat night in Camden, N! (. little
city. just) across theDelawame River
from Philadelphla. Two private de-
tectives had been shadowing Bill, but
'lmowing his prowm as'a utrl.ns!er.
gun fighter and. all laround’ “strong
‘Arm guy" they feared to cluse in“on
nim until’ they haod reln!orcumenu at
hand."Therefore they ‘telephoned to

by this route. Front doors were too

A crib that could be reached Lhrouth

Bocomlng uneasy 'in ‘tho 'presence of
the two stmnr:. Bl arose and made
his “way to. the' rear :mrd. [
tectives ‘bcllo\qln: ‘that/he 'was *on’

detective saw Bill wheel'in his'tracks
and attempt to draw & guln from his |
rear. pocket. ' These bulls wera mo

them }na.ped uuon Bill and ' as ths gun:
pocket ‘he  wis

The |
butt of the detective's revolver crashed

plsto!

lon' Big Bill's| ‘head nnd for a aecond

he was ltunnnd. b

Wlth a roar of pl.ln Bill wenr. at
‘his adversaries and for & time a life
and death su'ugsle tollown “The de-

3 .taclivu wera both strong and were| €
getting! the best of the battle’ when o

those =lnntl'gu'snloo alarmed’ by the
uproar in'‘the yard lcame running to

'Blll leaped 2 fence and’ d!oappaareﬂ An |
the darkness,

-thres ‘could give chase and when, l.he‘y
did’ they were. upable tp piek’ up tha
slayer's tra.ll. When the'two head-
quarters .men ‘from Philndelphlu BI-
rived! the trail was cold snd no traee
of " Bill} could, be found:. One im-
port.&ut clew was picked up, bowaver.

they arrived. In the strugsla with

and léft in their possession! The pistol
was of pecullar design andi the bullet
it fired especially.mado for it. Thess
bullets tallled in'-every dels.il wlth
thom that had been'

that! Big: Bill 'andl i Jam

er the Camden' encounter.  Coffey

The ||
it ‘would' 'be wall to

‘he turned up a fow mnnthu later,
pollce declded

'doors and he' always cxm‘a and went|
‘easily watched and whenever ‘he found |~
n\,dnrk.\ alley:that place at once bemma .p
popular wltl'l Bill and his ‘mob. ' Such
was the case'in this Camden saloon, o8
The de- m
and intended to make a getaway fol-
lowed. As. lhear reached the yard the
ot tho ferry nise ¥
n,taurs and with a spring one of v
of the n‘ls’yer’s plntol Bad hung in' the |

lining of his’
if caught ‘momentarily off guard. -

plstol.‘
mcrtn ltuelt._ i

It was sometime betore lha detec- _’

by the Pmm.delphln bulls ‘as’ 00N A8

{into' theil}
}rha Naw Yorl police n.ter learned | 3

Cni!e:r. had gone west Immadla.tely aft- im

worknd liln M yer
h

Htro Hi.n

/|ithe scene’and seaing, that "Big BIlI” ‘ce
was In trouble, ithey set upon| theide- |hn
tectivesiand brutally beatithem while |

{the private detectives Big Bill's plstnl Ar]
had  been ‘wrenchad from his  grasp|!

] could ‘not stay away from hl.n ‘beloved | :_'
haunts inthe Bowery, However, and &y

cover Coffey, for In!{hat way some |fentive

Hrndow ol *she Wriier

TheFormation andBeau-
ty ofthe GreatIce Rivers
'+ of Western Canada-How
They Are Conquered By
the Climber.

Capyrlght. 1915, by The International
; Syndicate.’

'HERE is o fascination about
¢ * mountain climbing that danger
U whets rather than dispels and
=¥ no task Is too difficult for the
vuntaineer to undertake; to scale
4 rty,, ‘rugged, ice-clad cliffs s " his
i greatest joy, and the treacherous
cler Invites and cncourages his
g_g;pirn of' adventure, While nature has
n.to the Rockles and the Slerras
({ot the United States stupendous’ moun-
ng, noble peaks and pieturesque
ons surpassing in hugeness and
g!kht the elevatlon beyond the Ca-
d.ls.n border, yet the Selkirks and
iadian Rockies are more abrupt
: & rugged, presenting vast areas of
e m ‘and affording to the lover of
rnln .elimblng a better fleld for
f display of his prowess and skill.
‘ue mountains are growing in popu-
ty, and 'every vear adds to the
‘who go there to ronquer some
pank or to cross some mighty
&r.
t';! Formation O A Glacler.
Ill.n terms, a glaclier Is a river
Mce draining o rock basin above
to overflowing with ice and snow
echnically known as neve, but
1 l.rl:r called a snow fleld. In these
‘.n;iuns the heavy preclpitation
g_uys ‘In the form of snow which
the great rock basins full to
g The prodigious welght ot
d" \mAss compacts the under snows

s
foet. 3
3
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Into crystal ice. This overflow, pushed
slowly down the mountain by the
enormous. pressure from above, con-
stitutes the glacler. Its upper part is
covered with snow, and its lower part
where the warmer alr melts the sur-
fate snow s upoﬂed ica. This is the
ice fall,” and In contrast to the snmow
covered part is called a “dry glacler.”
Heat and cold, contraction and ex-
pansion, and the unevenness of the
bed over which it. moves, downward
causes large cracks to occur across the
ica river. They are of all sizes and
are called crevasses. Bomestimes thay
cross each other and the redult Is that
when the pressure from above closes
the cracks great ice plllars of fan-
tasiic shapes, called seracs, are
formed.

These great maases of Ice stretch
over vapt areas, for Instance, the Ille-
clllewaet snow field is about ten square
miles, while the Columbia snow fleld
is roughly estimated to cover over twb
hundred square miles at an altitude
of ten thousand feet.. Any number
of hanging glaclers are to be foynd In
the Selkirk range, one of the few
places in which they exist. Along the

beads of the high valleys they are

found lining the sldes and are strik-
ingly beautiful in the Ilabyrinthine
structure of their crevassed surfaces
which from a distance resemble a
creamy film of lace work enshrouding
bare rock.

Canadian Alplne Club.

Up to 1888 there were no climbers
in Canada who climbed for pleasure.
Of course, thera was the engineer
corps and the topographleal survey
of the Canadjan Government, but this
was work, not play. Today, however,
mountain climbing in these splendid
ranges has become a genulne sport
and'a part of the summer vacation of
many Canodians. This was brought
about through the drganization of
what is known as the Alpine Club of
Capada. Each year the members go
into, camp and =some 'new, snow-
capped glant s conquered. Only those
who have climbed over glaclers to the
summit ‘of a' perpetual| snow-capped
mountain are eligibla. The Club at
present has n membership of about
seven hundred, many of whom are
women who are glacler cIlmhtnt ex~
perta.  While all glaciers ara beauti-
ful, the rugged formation of the Ille-

cillswaet with its huge crevasses, lts

Or Zhe Srow Z19le
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glant seracs and lts moraine of boul-
ers is perhaps the most picturesque.
TUnfortunately, It is rapidly receding
and climbing on parts of it Is a dan-
gerous sport owlng to the “rotten’ lce.
Its snow field, which must be crossed
to reach Sir Donald, the prettiest peak
of the range, spreads over mMany crev-
asses and It is unsafe to go over It
unless accompanied by one of the
Bwiss guldes.
Iiccillewnet Ice Cave.

The writer in ecllmbing over the
Illecillewaet glacler came Aacross an
jce cave with a waterfall In the rear,
At this point the glicler was a dell-
cate blue-green and transparent.” The
lce hrd formed itself Into seats around
tho sides of the cave and one might
slt in 'a cold chalr and view the water-
fall, a thin stream which dropped.for
fifteen or twenty feet.. At Another
ploce there was & maze of Crevisses
sweeping outward from the centre.
Many of them seemed bottomless, and
the ice In their depths was a deep
blue. Everywhere ome heard the
trickle of water, fer streams Wwera
running beneath the glacier. In order
to fully appreclate tha magnificence
of this big ice fleld it is necessary to
study it under different aspects—Iin
light, In shadow and with the sun
sparkling on Its’ many lce points, or
when it 1= covered with fresh snow, or
to follow its snow slopes' to the sky
line' agd then turn and’gaze uponithe
dwarfed landscape below. From the
crest of the snow fleld to the tongue
of the glacler Is a fall or about three,
thousand feet—& pratty stiff climb, but
worth the exertion, for the seracs—
great ninmcles ot {ce, are alone worth
the trip. i

Asulkan Glacier.

The, Asulkan gla.cier s m the same
vicinity, ‘and 'is even' imore rous
and difficult to climb, It presents sev-

eral spectacular trounl ot seracs and [a

Jdemzcos on Zhe 172\
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a number of fine crevasses of great
depth and lined with 'pendant icicles,
They resembla cavernous joaws set with
sharp, cruel teeth, yet when ‘the sun
plays on thelr walls of green and hiue
they seem llke some fairy cave filled
with gems. Patches of red snow, 80
common ‘in {he ‘Arctic regions, are
frequently seen on the Asylkan snow
fleld—a vegatable formation resem-
bling a sea weed. It grows on the
surface of the snow making a crimson
stain and/is the lowest form of plant
life.

Any number of smaller glaclem e:l:lst
in the Selkizks but the two'mentioned
are the most beauyful, although the
Gelkie is regarded by many climbers
as remarkable on account of -its al-
most smooth surface. The Bellrirks
are separated from the Rockles by the
low |lylng valley, of the Columbia
River, and ars wholly different’ in
structure and older geologically.

Mount Robson,

The highest! peak of the, Canadian
Rockies s Mt. Robson with an altitude
of thirteen thousand, flve hundred
feet.  This mountalA has a glacler
gateway worthy of the most energetlc
mountain climber. Last year several
members of the Alpine Club'of Canada
teached {ts 'summit and had some
thr!l!in: experiences on the smow
flalds! Of course, these people climb
by the aid of ropes, which'ls the only
safe way to climb where snow and lce
are encountereds The lce'fleld. pres-
ents the. best seracs to be found' on/
the lluieu of the Rockies. A num-
ber of snow comlm form. every year
‘and theses are extrerhely. dangerous to
aumlm-u. They are a sorti of over-
hanlinl edge of snow at the crest of

pux ar ridge caused by dritting;

Joe Cormnice ne=m Zhe
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ice is fnrmcd by the snow l.'hnwing
and, freezing again, Should the

is sure to follow.
. . Nictoria Glacier.

Mt Vietorig, near Lake Loulse, is
one of the favorite peaks of the
Rockies, It is over eleven thousand
Jfeet ‘In "height and has a beautiful
blue-white glacler on its:slopes. 'This
great ice fleld is sald to be from two
hundredito two hundred and fifty feet
in. thickness. | In  warm weather the
thunder of avalanches 'is frequently
heard at the Chalety for great massecs
of this {ce break/off and come thunder-
ing down the mountaln. As dlnunm
i ‘the! mountains are very deceptive,
it is no uncommon thing fer tourbts
to start to walk to the Victorla glacley
under the impression that it is a miis
or: two' away, when in reality the
tongue of| the glacler s aboup five
miles’ from the hotel.
summer visitors are cautioned mot to
approach ‘the Vietorta glacler owing
to | the, avalanches ' which | menﬂy

ice. 'The glacler aléne fs three miles |
in [length ‘and’ must be crossed in lor-
der to gain the summit, | Even after |t
the main ice field ‘his been' coyered !

aificent for countless peaits, lakes/and

into' view.

climber step on one of thene a bad raIl_

During’ the |

hanging glacied andicornices’ bar the|b:
way. From the top the view is mag-|na

the, beautiful Paradise Valley some ‘'many,
IdkeI.oul.ullkau‘hm nguered.

turquoise lles at|the. foot)of theipsak,
with Take Agnes: a.nd MIrror I‘RO

even at tha edges of the glaclers, ‘WhﬂQ-
far In the dlutance Bow ~Va.l.ley with

wlndinr Ita wsy throu'sh'..tha
can be' seen, | thﬂur“*th
from AMt. Victoric is, nne of th
est In’ Nnrgh “America
Valley Of 'nle 'I.\en Pull..
Up 4o the: ‘Valley.of tho,' ‘an P
glaclers: fairly’-run. riot: = The} o
known' asi the -Wenkchemma'l8 tho
Targest ahd rests an.lnit’ peveral
peiks. A I-m :
under. moraine. a8l
climbing over it both'
Stremns Irum 'thm tl.l.c

brinx & shower of tocks as well as|of




